
Wilfrid Laurier - Fall 2012 
CC 202 BR:  MULTIPLE MURDER 

 

   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
This course will examine the phenomenon of multiple murder through an interdisciplinary lens, and will 
critically (re)evaluate current and historical investigative methodologies, as well as the relevant scientific and 
scholarly literature. As we examine a number of offender case studies using social, environmental, and 
psychological criteria, this course will engage topics ranging from criminal psychopathy and forensic 
profiling, to the role of the media in commodifying and arguably inspiring what have proven to be 
historically significant multiple murders—including spree killings, mass killings, and serial killings. In paying 
particular attention to serial homicide, we will additionally examine iconic cases such as Jack the Ripper, 
the Son of Sam, the Zodiac Killer, the Boston Strangler, and the BTK Killer as we scrutinize the role of the 
commercial press in sublimating multiple murder into both a consumer industry and cultural ideology.  
 
Professor:  Dr. Michael Arntfield; Email: marntfield@wlu.ca Website: www.michaelarntfield.ca 
 
When & Where We Meet :  Wednesdays 7-9:50pm in RCW 002 
 
Office Hours:  Wednesdays 5:45-6:45pm in RCW 311 or by appointment 
 
COURSE TEXT :  
 
 Hickey, Eric W. (2006) Serial Murderers and Their Victims, 4th Ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson-Wadsworth 
 
Evaluation:  
 
  IN -CLASS EXAMS -  25% EACH ( 100% TOTAL)  
A total of four (4) equally weighted, in-class exams held during weeks 3, 6, 9 and 12 will assess your 
knowledge of the assigned material encompassing both the required text and class-specific content. The 
exams are multiple-choice format and each will be limited to material covered since the last exam. 
Questions will rarely if ever be interpretative and each question will have only one correct response. Please 
bear this in mind as you develop a progressively strong command of the course material by attending 
lecture every week. Exam content will be weighted equally between textbook and lecture material, so it is 
your responsibility to make sure you are up to date in terms of both class notes and required readings. Note 
that I do not distribute or post lecture notes or slides on MyLearningSpace or elsewhere. Also, because of 
the size of this class (200+ students), I cannot accommodate individual requests for make-up exams or 
separate seatings of any exam. It is your responsibility to be at the scheduled exams on time and adequately 
prepared. In cases where exams are missed and where exceptional circumstances exist—and where 
accompanying original documentation is provided forthwith—arrangements can be made through 
academic counseling services to contact me about alternatives grading modules in lieu of the exam in 
question. I will not accept requests for accommodation via email.  
 
      
 
 



      Course Schedule:  * 
 
WEEK 1 (Sept. 12): INTRODUCTION: Multiple murder in the context of modern criminology. 
Read: Introduction 
  
WEEK 2 (Sept. 19): YOU DON’T KNOW ‘JACK’: The Industrial Revolution & the ‘Ripper Letters’ 
as the genesis of viral media. Read: Ch. 5  
 
WEEK 3 (Sept. 26): In-class exam #1  
 
WEEK 4 (Oct. 3): OF MONSTERS & MEN: Where gender, culture, & the occult converge.  
Read: Ch. 2 & 7  
 
WEEK 5 (Oct. 10): AMERICAN PSYCHOS: The Hollywood star system, consumerism, & the rise of 
the socialized predator. Read: Ch. 4   
 
WEEK 6 (Oct. 17): In-class exam #2  
 
WEEK 7 (Oct. 24): CASE STUDY 1: “The Manson Family” (Charles Manson, et al.).  
Readings: Ch. 6 

 
WEEK 8 (Oct. 31): CASE STUDY 2: “The Boston Strangler” (Albert DeSalvo). Read: Ch. 3 
  
WEEK 9 (Nov. 7:) In-class exam #3  
 
WEEK 10 (Nov. 14): CASE STUDY 3: “The Vampire of Düsseldorf” (Peter Kürten). Read: Ch. 10 
 
WEEK 11 (Nov. 21): CASE STUDY 4: “The Night Stalker” (Richard Ramirez). Read: Ch. 8 & 9  
 
WEEK 12 (Nov. 28): In-class exam #4 

 
* Topics by week and/or date subject to change 

 
 

      
  
Please Note: Based on the title alone, it should come as little surprise that much of this course deals with 
extremely mature and frequently graphic subject matter. This course will engage texts, images, films, and 
discussions that encompass brutal violence, graphic sexual content of an often perverse nature, as well as profane 
language, illicit drug use, and topics relating to the occult. Some students may find much of the material 
exceptionally frightening, offensive, disturbing, or otherwise intolerable for any given reason. If you are 
squeamish and/or easily offended or upset, you may want to seriously reconsider taking this course. 
Unfortunately, material cannot be edited to suit individual tolerance levels, nor can it be vetted to accommodate 
personal, religious, ideological, or political beliefs. Note that this caveat is included only as a courtesy, and that 
all add/drop deadlines still apply, as an aversion to the material is not a valid reason for absenteeism or 
withdrawal without penalty. 
 
 
 
 
 



Some Final Notes. Please Read Carefully: 
 

1. Students with special needs are advised to contact Laurier’s Accessible Learning Office 
for information regarding its services and resources.  They are also encouraged to review 
the Undergraduate Academic Calendar for information regarding all services available 
on campus. 
 
2. Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism.  Students may 
be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for 
plagiarism. 
 
3. FOOT Patrol [intended for courses offered at night] is a student run organization that 
provides student escorts for all members of the Laurier Brantford community. Foot Patrol 
is available to all students, staff and faculty members at Laurier Brantford. 
To contact Foot Patrol dial 519.751.7875 or press the Foot Patrol button on all campus 
payphones…“No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!” 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dr. Mike’s Policy on Electronic Correspondence & Wireless Media: 
 
• Emails sent to me may in some cases be replied to from my smartphone. Responses will 
therefore be timely but concise as a matter of necessity. More detailed responses may be 
sent at a later time or in some cases may require a meeting during my scheduled office 
hours, though these appointments should be made sparingly. Note that as per university 
policy, I will only respond to messages sent from your WLU account. If you customarily 
forward your university mail through another server or personal email client (Outlook, 
Gmail, Hotmail, etc.) please amend your settings to reflect your assigned institutional 
email address or it may be undeliverable and won’t be answered. 
 
• Note that while the responsible use of notebook computers, tablets, and PDA devices as 
learning tools in this course is certainly encouraged, and while I understand that 
smartphones are increasingly integral to students’ social experience at university, it is 
expected that these technologies will be used appropriately in the context of the 
classroom. Please respect your professor (me) and peers (your friends and classmates) by 
refraining from SMS texting, BBMing, IMing, or using social media such as Facebook, 
Twitter, or Google+ other than during the designated break times. Students who are 
found to be distracted by, or routinely engaged in social media, or who are observed 
using wireless devices for personal business during the lectures, discussions, or screenings 
will be deemed to be mentally absent from class and will have their attendance and 
participation marks affected to the same degree as someone who has failed to attend 
entirely. Please don’t make this an issue. Use discretion, courtesy, and perhaps most 
importantly—good common sense. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


